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Assignment 1: Stanford’s Soundscape 
 
 
The goal of this assignment is to get familiar with the concept of soundscapes, 
with the equipment for field recording of sounds, with Freesound.org and with 
the use of the course Blog.  
 
 

1. Identify an area of Campus to be characterized from a sound point of 
view. The area selected may or may not be bounded geographically 
but should have a sonic identity. 

 
 

2. Learn to use the portable recorder that you will be using during the 
course. Record 10 to 20 sounds that characterize the selected area. 
The sounds should be as varied as possible, both from an acoustic and 
from a semantic points of view. 

 
 

3. Get familiar with the sound editor software Audacity 
(http://audacity.sourceforge.net/). Edit the sounds, making the 
selections as short as possible, and fading the beginning and ending of 
the sounds. Each file should include a single “sound object”. 

 
 

4. Register yourself on Freesound.org and get familiar with the site. 
Upload the edited sounds to Freesound by using FTP.  

 
5. Get familiar with the concept of tagging and describing sounds in 

Freesound.org.  Use a pack to group all the sounds that are part of a 
single concept. Write appropriate tags to identify your sounds and write 
a short text with a clear description for each sound. Use the tag AIP09 
on all the sounds you upload during the course. The description should 
include how it was recorded and your perception of the sound. 

 
 

6. Get familiar with the blog platform Wordpress (http://wordpress.org). 
Write a blog post in http://soundsofstanford.wordpress.com explaining 
why you choose the given soundscape and describing it. Include the 
link(s) to the sound pack(s) that you created in Freesound.org. Write 
appropriate tags to describe your post and use the Assignment-1 
category. Submit the post by Monday Sept. 7th. 


